CHAPTER II
CITRUS  GEOGRAPHY AND  CLIMATOLOGY  OF
CALIFORNIA
CITRUS fruits originated in India and the Malay Archi-
pelago and are generally regarded as tropical fruits, yet
it is a curious fact that the greatest commercial success
with them has been obtained in semitropical countries.
This statement applies especially to oranges and to a less
extent to limes and pomelos. The bulk of the oranges
which supply the markets of the world are produced in
countries which experience a certain degree of frost, such
as California, Spain, Florida, Palestine, Australia, Japan,
and Italy. Oranges grown in moist tropical coun-
tries are lacking in tartness, color, shipping and keep-
ing qualities. All of these qualities, so desirable in a
marketable orange, become more marked as we approach
the line where frequency of frosts makes the culture of
the trees unprofitable.
The citrus producing lands of California are scattered
from San Diego to Shasta County, a north and south dis-
tance of four hundred and fifty miles. It is a peculiar
fact that there are orange orchards in California in the
same latitude with New York City and Lincoln, Nebraska.
This is made possible by the peculiar topography of the